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ANALYSIS OF QUESTIONNAIRE REPLIES 
RELATING TO 26 CHTA MEMBER SITES 

 
“THIS QUARTER” = 

1 APRIL – 
30 JUNE 2020  

= TURNOVER INDEX 100 
 

OVERALL ANALYSIS           
(26 SITES) 

Mean 
index 

This quarter last year                      

(1 April – 30 June 2019) 

 
149.8 

Last quarter                       
(1 January – 31 March 2020) 

 
140.8 

Predicted next quarter      
(1 July – 30 September 2020) 

 
121.9 

 
 





 

 
System  ‘Trailing thermocouples’ ‘Thru-process system’ 

Number measurements Limited to 1 or 2 safely Up to 20 

Operator needed during 
run 

Essential to allow safe cable 
transfer through furnace 

Not needed (system travels 
independently as if product) 

Cable length Furnace length minimum 
(Cost / risk of damage) 

Short (typically few feet) 

Cable snagging / 
damage risk 

Potential due to length. Automatic 
furnace doors may need to be 
overridden to prevent cable being 
trapped/damaged. 

Minimal 

Production stoppage Yes - empty furnace needed 
(Probe retrieval post run!) 

No - used during production 
run 

Representative of true 
production conditions 

No, as furnace may need to be 
empty  

Yes, as performed during 
production run 

Robotic product loading  Not feasible Possible  

Multiple process steps 
(furnace, quench, etc) 

Difficult, if possible at all Possible  

Safety Operators close to furnace to feed 
thermocouples (H&S) 

No issues 

Cost Long thermocouples expensive to 
replace. Regular replacement risk. 

Initial investment cost of 
system 









HEAT TREATMENT
Handling Fixtures

Design and manufacture of cast heat treatment 
handling fixtures in heat resistant Nickel Chrome alloys.

Low fixture weight / high component 
load
Energy efficiency
Furnace efficiency

Cronite Group - www.cronite-group.com


